UKLPG meeting   21st March 2017   draft JW&SGH


UK Liver Pathology Group

Date of telephone conference meeting:  Tuesday 21st March 2017, 15.30 – 17.00, 

Present: Stefan Hubscher (SGH), Rob Goldin (RB), Alison Winstanley (AW), Rachel Brown (RB), Dina Tiniakos (DT)   
	 Judy Wyatt (JW).     
Apologies: Simon Rushbrook (SR), Graeme Murray (GM)

SGH welcomed all to the meeting.  The agenda and attachments had been circulated by JW.  (In the minutes below, the circulated agenda information is in italics).  

Agenda:

1. Minutes of previous meeting (attached 1) – matters arising are all elsewhere in the agenda. Action points completed unless otherwise specified below.
AW asked about remit and objectives of subcommittees.  SGH considered these would evolve, for example the CPD programme for 2017 was already in place. Once established, the subcommittees would meet between the full committee meetings, and update the committee and/or send written minutes prior to the committee meeting.  They would also interact directly with the Vvirtual Ppathology team to put materials on the website.  As a guide, the scope of subcommittees’ work is written in the constitution document. 

Subcommittees:
2. Education and training – 
a. programme of CPD for 2017 – completed in 2016 and on the website.

i.  Liver pathology in the assessment of medical liver disease – 17th March -   7th year - SGH reported this had been well attended (around 100) and with good initial feedback.  Many delegates had been before.  Digital scanned slides were made available beforehand for the first time this year and had been viewed by most delegates. Formal feedback awaited. Plan to repeat next year. 

ii.  Liver transplant pathology meeting – this will be embedded as a specific ‘breakout session’ within  the British Liver Transplant Group (BTLG) meeting on 19-20th September 2017 in Warwick.  Draft programme attached.  The time currently allocated for the Pathology Group Meeting (13.25 – 15.25 on 19th September) could be extended lengthened from 2 hours to 43 hours if required.  The last transplant pathology meeting was in Newcastle, September 2014 and there have been 2 Banff meetings since then. There is a publication based on the 2013 & 2015 meetings, which provides guidelines for the diagnosis of antibody-mediated rejection (Am J Transplant 2016). and first draft of the 2017 meeting (is this right? - it hasn't happened yet).  SGH said that summaries of the 2015 and 2017 Banff meetings , both on antibody mediated rejection, cwould be given by the UK delegates at the meetings (SGH, Chris Bellamy, Desley Neil).  The plan is also to discuss biopsies with pre-viewed digital slides, and it was suggested that each transplant centre is invited to submit one interesting case with learning points.  We would need slides sent for scanning by the end of August, and the cases presented at the meeting by the submitting pathologist.  SGH will compile the programme.  Action: SGH

Pathologists from outside transplant centres are also interested in attending – this could be either just for the pathology afternoon or the whole meeting.  They may also have late post-transplant cases to present.  Information about the programme and registration will be through a BLTG link on the UKLPG website, and JW will include it in the letter to EQA members.

iii.  Histopathology workshop on liver pathology – 24th April 2017.  14 delegates registered by 13.03.17, anticipate more following meeting on 17th March.  This needs better advertising, but has sufficient registrants to be viable. Discussion – AW - this would be of interest to stage D trainees developing a liver interest.  
Action: AW to look at the best way of contacting this trainee group.

iv.  Annual liver pathology update meeting  30th November 2017, Oxford.  AW has been in contact with Lai Mun Wang.  Their proposal for the programme is to follow last year's format and have 4 half hour lectures to give plenty of time for the liver EQA incorporating masterclass presentations.  Lectures will include the regular Gnomes and international meetings updates from SGH and RG, also paediatric liver pathology relevant to adults (RB) and an overview of DILI.  Four of the eight liver biopsies in the EQA round LP include DILI in the clinical differential diagnosis, introducing a theme to the meeting.  SGH said that Philip Kaye, working in Nottingham with Guru Aithal, has contacted him regarding a proposed UK DILI working group, and this would be a good opportunity to inform liver pathologists about the work.  The topics and presenters for the masterclasses inevitably are identified near the meeting date.  Communication with the BSG and GI day on Friday 1st Dec – LMW is the local organiser for both liver and GI days, and is a member of the BSG pathology section committee.  

b. Other education/training materials/activities  e.g. undergraduate, trainees.  
Proposed short article in the College Bulletin  - time frame: Friday 5 May 2017 for the July 2017 issue.  JW to write first draft and send to other committee members for comment. (Action JW)
Following discussion, it was agreed to add a line to the UKLPG website first page, and include Peter Scheuer’s seminars more prominently.  We considered adding further basic educational material for liver.  This would usefully include gall bladder which features with liver in the RCPath curriculum for undergraduate and ST1, and is important but often overlooked.   Action: JW will create this section in the test website, and we will share ideas further about what it could include. 

3. Quality assurance
The 5 quality subcommittee 5 members had met on 8th March, summary on website. This group will function as the Liver EQA steering committee , and contributed to case selection for 2017. General , discussing generic principles for selecting suitable cases were discussed and , viewing digital scanned slides were viewed on line for those joining by phone (Adrian Bateman, Paul Kelly) – diagnoses were not mentioned so as not to invalidate the scheme for the committee members.  The committee members will contribute to collation of responses, and the next meeting will be once the responses for circulation LP are in.  Dates for 2017 EQA: circ LP from 14th April to 7th July; circ. LQ from 4th August to 3rd November.  

i.  Feedback questionnaire:  53 responses from 50 members to date (16th March) after 3 reminders.  Summary appended to minutes.  Mainly related to the Cheltenham liver update meeting on 6th October 2016 and the use of video recording.  Although not many had viewed the videos, 41/49 said we should do this again, 8 don’t mind, with none saying no.  Geoff Cross from AV&Data had done this effectively, at a cost easily covered by the meeting subscriptions, and the agreement was to do this again this year. 

The questionnaire included general 'users' survey' questions about the running of the EQA scheme which will be necessary if we are in a position to apply for UKAS ISO accreditation in the future.  31 said that EQAlite was an improvement on the previous system, only 1 said it was not as good, 11 said they’d not noticed any difference.  

ii. any issues from 2016 circulations? – from questionnaire, only delays in forwarding slides, and difficulties printing CPD certificates – the latter depends on the internet access to EQAlite, and is addressed by accessing from home. 

iii. Plan 2017 circulations Spring = LP and autumn = LQ – case selection complete. JW to send letter to members. 

b.  RCPath documents – 
i. Liver dataset – JW attending RCPath meeting on 30.03.17, will find out if updating dataset to TNM8 requires a major or minor revision process.  The College has recommended that TNM8 (UICC) should be incorporated into reporting protocols and datasets by January 2018. JW will aAlso check that the TNM8 criteria in the UICC 8th edition are is the same as in the AJCC 2017 publication (action: JW).  Also whether adenomas can be included in the cancer dataset.  Authors will be JW, SGH, RG, DT.

ii.  Tissue pathways for medical liver biopsies – proposed minor revision to add recommendations about biopsy size – needs communication with radiologists.  Action: JW and SR, aim to progress by next meeting. 

iii.  Other guidelines? – the committee was not aware of other guidelines relevant within the scope of the UKLPG

4. Research. 
The document from DT with links to research websites is uploaded onto the UKLPG website. 
JW will add text to the website ‘including web links to current liver pathology studies’ – the UK-PBC and UK- AIH studies each have websites with links on this document.
DT will arrange a conference call with the subcommittee, and they will decide what additional information to place on the website, to liaise directly with Martin Waterhouse.
RG suggested information about phenotyping mouse models etc.
There is also the opportunity to share collection of case series of rare diseases via the UKLPG through the research subcommittee. 
Action: JW change text on website and establish email communication for DT and MW

5. Transplant
a. BLTG meeting already discussed above. 

Membership of BTLG for UKLPG members – 29 responders to the questionnaire wished to become members of the BLTG, of whomich 13 work in liver transplant centres.  There are a further 12 members of the Liver EQA scheme working in transplanct centres who had not answered the questionnaire.  Emails provided by JW.  SGH will contact the 12 to establish whether they also want to join the BLTG, and then forward information to the BLTG secretariat. 
(Action: SGH)	Comment by Stefan Hubscher: See note below. Judy Hawksworth is also BASL secretary.
b. National Digital Pathology on-call service. An update from Desley Neil will be requested for the next meeting.

6. Paediatric
The questionnaire identified a variety of arrangements for paediatric liver biopsy reporting, a definite interest in paediatric CPD activities (41/50) and 21 members interested in being on a paediatric pathology mailing list.  Action: JW to send their email addresses to RB

7. Treasurer
Report from GM
Dear Judy,
The bank account is now open and with a balance of approx.. £1400. HMRC approval for subscription to be an allowable expense for tax purposes. I think will need to take advice from the bank regarding the best way to handle subscriptions. This will mean going to the branch which is only open for business accounts during the week. It would be appropriate to let members know that a request for subscription payment is likely to take place shortly. 

8. Website
JW reported the intention to move the UKLPG from within the umbrella of the EQA tab to a new ‘CPD’ tab on the virtual pathology website.  Also – for the subcommittee sections to be developed directly between the subcommittee chairs and MW.    

9.  Business/membership/constitution
The links for associate, trainee and overseas membership are set up, with 4 trainees, xx associate and xx overseas members currently registered.  

10.  Links with other organisations:
a. arrangements for honorary membership of BASL – 46 requested this via the questionnaire.   Action: JW will send email addresses to SGH/ or direct to BASL?	Comment by Stefan Hubscher: I haven’t forwarded the list of people requesting membership of BLTG (sent to me by Kara O’Connell on Tuesday 21/03 )  to Judy Hawksworth at BASL yet (see comment SGH2 above). I wonder if it might be an idea to send both lists to Judy H at the same time – or would this cause confusion?

b. trainee member invitation – we anticipate there will be more interest after the RCPath Bulletin article.   SGH had proposed inviting expressions of interest in being the trainee members on the committee - since they this would inevitably have a higher turnover as senior trainees became consultants, it would be good to proceed with this rather than wait for more trainee members to be registered.  

c. BASL – information on their website re biopsies – JW will coordinate this along with section in tissue pathways.  	Comment by Stefan Hubscher: Is it worth mentioning the RCR webinar emphasizing the importance of 16G needles, which was mentioned at the meeting (I think by you?)

11. AOB – none

12 next meeting:  3.30 by telephone conference call:
Tuesday 27th June,  Tues 3rd October, 
and during annual meeting Thursday 30th November.  
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